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“Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” 
And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 
He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was 

staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.” 
(John 1:38–39, ESV) 

 
“Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 

said to him, “Come and see.”” (John 1:46, ESV) 
  

This year we have a full Advent Schedule, as full as it can be.  As 
such many of the festival days of the Church year will be occurring at 
times when Christians are already gathering to hear the Word.  This 
gathering, as we reflect upon saints like Andrew, Philip, Nathanael, and 
Thomas involves coming to Jesus.   
 Far from some pie-in-the-sky mystical experience, our Lord has 
promised where He can be found in His gracious presence.  Sure, He is 
omnipresent, but His gracious presence has been tied to the Word of God 
and to what our fathers called the visible Word, the Sacraments.  I can 
rejoice in the beauty of Creation on a mountain, but I hear of the 
forgiveness of my sins at Church or when I open sacred Scripture to read 
it out loud to my children or myself. 
 Knowing this is where Jesus is to be found, this is where we seek 
to gather.  Gathering has become an odd thing since we have been 
reminded of our mortality once again.  It’s because of that mortality 
though that we cannot help but gather around the things of God that 
bring Christ to us.  If we are going to have fully healthy and good lives, 
we are going to be found around the means of grace.  It’s those things 
which God has Himself appointed to bring us forgiveness of sins, life, 
and salvation.   
 We know however that Christ did not just die for us and that the 
means of grace are not meant to be locked away from others.  Each is 
appointed for a larger reception than just our private one.  From the Word 
of God, preached unto nations, to Holy Baptism given to all who are 
brought for it, to absolution granted to all the penitent, to the Lord’s 
Supper for those who have been baptized and catechized – these gifts of 
God are meant for others as well as for us. 
 Andrew comes to believe that Jesus is the Christ, and so he invites 
Peter and takes him to Jesus.  Philip is overjoyed at finding Christ Jesus.  
He invites Nathanael to “come and see”.  When we realize what great 
blessing we have in Christ, we too will want to invite others to “come and 
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see”.  That is the focus of this Advent devotional series.  To realize what 
God has done and invite others to receive it also.  To be both blessed by 
God and be a blessing to those that God has put around us.  

That means that this devotion will be both comforting and 
challenging to you.  Comforting because it will continue to deliver the 
Gospel of Christ to you, drawing you into the Word of God and making 
the work of Christ yours.  It will also challenge you to think of others that 
God has put around you.  Yes, those loved ones of your family, close 
friends, coworkers, and all sorts will be drawn into focus as people for 
whom our Lord has not only died, but who presently wants to bless also 
by the gifts given to the Christians who gather. 

This is not meant to be a gimmick or some apologetic (defense) 
strategy to argue souls into the Church.  No, it is meant to be a calling 
back to something far simpler – to simply invite others to come to church.  
To meet them there and sit with them.  To receive them with warm 
hospitality and rejoice in the rich blessings of God as He gives them.   

This of course means that you yourself are active in attending to 
the services of your congregation.  What would you think of someone 
who recommended a restaurant to you that they never ate at?  Instead, be 
at church.  Attend the extra services.  Rejoice in that opportunity you have 
right before you, so easily offered.  Invite others then to share in that 
opportunity.  God blesses by His Word.  He will bless you by it.  He will 
bless them by it. 

As to what God will do with this devotion and with those 
invitations that it will challenge you to do – I pray as we all do that God’s 
kingdom would come and His will would be done.  This is who we are as 
Christians.  People who gather to Christ where He can be found in His 
grace and mercy.  Sheep who know their Shepherd’s voice.  Sick Sinners 
who know the Good Physician.  Those who not only know and confess 
their sins, but also know and trust in the forgiveness of sins won by our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  May this devotion be a blessing to you and others 
around you this Advent. 
 
Rev. Joshua Scheer 
Senior Pastor - Our Savior Lutheran Church, Cheyenne, Wyoming 
President and Editor-in-Chief – Steadfast Lutherans  
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First Sunday in Advent  
Week One - “St. Andrew – Jesus gives us eyes to see” 

Matthew 21:1-9 
 

“And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!”” (Matthew 21:9, ESV)  
 

 The season of Advent is the season of our Lord’s coming. 
Once He came in humility, conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary, 
born in Bethlehem and laid in a manger. Now He comes in mercy, 
hidden under His Word, under water, and under bread and wine. 
Someday He will come again in glory with the clouds to judge both the 
living and the dead. 

When Christ came in our human flesh and blood long ago, He 
came to fulfill all that the prophets had spoken of Him. This included 
opening the eyes of the blind, as He would remind John the Baptist (as 
we ourselves will hear on the Third Sunday in Advent). Jesus most 
certainly did this in a physical sense during His earthly ministry. On 
more than one occasion He restored physical sight to those who were 
incapable of seeing with their eyes of the flesh. 

However, our Lord continues to open blind eyes today—in 
particular, eyes that have been blinded to the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ. Through His holy Word and blessed Sacraments, He 
calls the blind to “come and see,” opening their eyes and cleansing 
their hearts. 

With eyes opened by the Holy Spirit to behold Him in faith, 
let us follow Christ this Advent season. Let us come and see Him who 
was born unto us in the city of David: a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
Let us come and see Him each Sunday in His Word and Body and 
Blood, hailing Him with shouts of “Hosanna!” and “Blessed is He who 
comes in the Name of the Lord!” For in so doing, we will be prepared 
to greet Him when He comes again in glory, when every eye will see 
Him. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, as we begin the new church year with the 
season of Advent today, give us eyes to behold You in faith as 
You come to us in Your Word and Sacrament. Amen. 
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Monday of Advent 1 
Psalm 139:1-12 

 

“If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,” 
even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is 
as light with you.” (Psalm 139:11–12, ESV)  
 

The Lord who bids us to “come and see” is the Lord who sees 
and knows all. There is nothing that escapes God’s sight, nothing 
about which He is ignorant. This fact alone is not good news for 
sinners. The Lord sees every secret sin committed in the privacy of 
one’s home. He hears every evil word even before it is spoken by the 
tongue. He knows every wicked thought that exists only in the mind. 
As the prophet Jonah found out when he tried to run away to Tarshish, 
there is no fleeing from the presence of the Lord. 

But this does not have to be a terrifying thought. In fact, the 
psalmist David praises and gives thanks to God for his abiding 
presence in Psalm 139. Walking, standing, sitting, waking, sleeping—
yes, even in his mother’s womb, even before he was conceived—the 
Lord knew him and was with him, as he will be with him and watch 
over him all his days. “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,” he 
declares. 

Every Christian may rejoice in God’s omnipresence and 
omniscience, just as David did, not because we are without sinful 
thoughts, words, and deeds, but because all of those sins were borne 
by the Son of God in His body on the cross. By His wounds we have 
been healed; therefore, we give thanks that Jesus Christ is the Overseer 
of our souls. (1 Peter 2:25) In faith we ask God to search us and know 
our hearts, to try us and know our thoughts, so that He might cleanse 
us from any grievous way in us, and by His pure Gospel lead us in the 
way everlasting. 
 

We give You thanks, O God, for You are ever present among us, 
watching over us and guarding us from every evil. Cleanse us 
from our sins for Jesus’ sake and lead us in the way everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Tuesday of Advent 1 
Romans 10:8-18 

 

“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As 
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But 
they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what 
he has heard from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word 
of Christ.” (Romans 10:14–17, ESV)  
 

 Jesus called Andrew and another disciple to “come and see,” 
but when they came they saw a humble, poor, and lowly Man who 
possessed the form of a servant. Even as they followed Jesus 
throughout His ministry and saw signs and wonders, they also saw Him 
in weakness and in sorrow, despised and rejected by men, and 
ultimately crucified between two criminals. How could they have 
believed and come to know that this Jesus of Nazareth was truly the 
Holy One of God? Only by letting their ears, which had heard the 
words of eternal life, give insight to their eyes. 

If we only accept what our eyes see, then we will miss what 
Jesus truly wants us to behold: that He is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God, who died for the sins of the whole world, in whom there 
is eternal life. Only when we grasp with our ears and believe with our 
hearts will we come and see as Jesus wills. Then we will see all the gifts 
of God for what they truly are. We will see Holy Baptism as more than 
ordinary water but the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit and the Sacrament of the Altar as more than simple bread and 
wine but the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, given and 
shed for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Heavenly Father, give us eyes to see Your Son as our Lord and 
Savior by the power of Your Holy Spirit through the Word alone. 
Amen. 
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Wednesday of Advent 1 
John 1:35-42 

 

“The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at 
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples 
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following 
and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will 
see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.” (John 1:35–39, ESV)  
 

 Andrew and the other disciple followed Jesus and sought 
where He was staying, but they only did this because John the Baptist 
had first directed them to Him. If John had not said to them, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God,” then they would not have gone and seen where 
Jesus was. 

Faith in Jesus comes only through hearing His Word. Apart 
from it we can neither believe in Christ our Lord or come to Him. But 
when the Word is proclaimed, then the Holy Spirit is at work in the 
heart calling, enlightening, sanctifying, and keeping us in the one true 
faith. 

And the Word by which the Holy Spirit creates faith is the 
Word of Jesus Christ and Him crucified. When John called Jesus “the 
Lamb of God,” he identified Him as the Passover Lamb, the sacrificial 
Lamb, who would take away the world’s sin by suffering and dying on 
the altar of the cross, whose blood would make atonement for every 
transgression. This Word draws sinners to Christ, sinners who are 
looking for forgiveness. And as Jesus turned and saw the two disciples 
following Him, so Jesus beholds sinners who look to Him for mercy. 
He looks on them in love and bestows on them exactly what they are 
seeking: forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
  

Lord Jesus Christ, look on us in Your grace and mercy when we 
seek You alone for the forgiveness of our sins. Amen. 
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Thursday of Advent 1 
Isaiah 29:17-24 

 

“Is it not yet a very little while until Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, 
and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest? In that day the deaf shall hear 
the words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind shall 
see. The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, and the poor among mankind 
shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.” (Isaiah 29:17–19, ESV)  
 

 Because of sin, which corrupts us from our mothers’ wombs, 
we are all deaf and blind to God, His will, and His ways. This is a 
deafness and blindness that leads only to death. One cannot by his own 
reason or strength come and see Jesus. 

But in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, Jesus came to open the 
ears of the deaf and the eyes of the blind. Through the Gospel, the 
Good News of Jesus’ death and resurrection for sinners, the ears of 
the deaf are opened to hear the words of a book—the Book written 
by God Himself through the prophets and apostles inspired by Him: 
the Bible, which is the Word of God. This Word is living and active, 
powerful to give sight to the blind and bring them out of their gloom 
and darkness to life and light. 

For this very reason God continues to send forth His Word, 
and preachers of the same, “to open their eyes, so that they may turn 
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in me.” (Acts 26:18) Through God’s Word we 
ourselves have received forgiveness and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in Him. Our ears are opened to God’s Book, the 
Scriptures, and our eyes are opened to come and see Jesus. 
 

Almighty God, open our ears and eyes by Your Word that we may 
see Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who has delivered us from 
gloom and darkness to life and light. Amen. 
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Friday of Advent 1 
Acts 9:1-19 

 

“So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you 
came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained 
his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; and taking food, he was strengthened. 
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus.” (Acts 9:17–19, ESV)  
 

 Just as the Word of God opens the eyes of the blind, so also 
do the waters of Holy Baptism. This was literally the case for St. Paul, 
formerly known as Saul. In the blindness of unbelief Saul was a 
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, breathing threats and murder against His disciples. But the 
Lord whom Saul opposed manifested Himself in a light from heaven 
that shone around him and took away his physical sight. After three 
days, the Lord sent Saul a disciple named Ananias so that he might 
regain his sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. This happened when 
Saul was baptized: something like scales fell from his eyes that he might 
see again, and he was filled with the Holy Spirit that he might confess 
Jesus Christ as Lord. 

When we are baptized in the Name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, we too are filled with the Holy Spirit to 
believe in Jesus Christ our Lord and come to Him, and our eyes are 
also opened to see in faith what is invisible to the flesh, as Martin 
Luther wrote in his baptismal hymn: 

“All that the mortal eye beholds is water as we pour it. 
Before the eye of faith unfolds the power of Jesus’ 
merit. For here it sees the crimson flood to all our ills 
bring healing; the wonders of His precious blood the 
love of God revealing, assuring His own pardon.” 
(LSB 406:7) 
 

Gracious Lord, we praise and thank You for the gift of Holy 
Baptism, through which You have opened our eyes to see Jesus 
Christ as our Savior. Amen. 
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Saturday of Advent 1 
Luke 24:13-35 

 

“When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and 
gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within 
us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”” (Luke 
24:30–32, ESV)  
 

 Apart from God’s Word and Sacraments, the eyes of faith 
grow dim. If they are not opened anew by the Means of Grace, then 
one will eventually return to spiritual blindness. For the two disciples 
traveling on the road to Emmaus, it seems as though their spiritual 
eyes were growing dark. They had seen their Lord, the One they had 
hoped would redeem Israel, handed over to death by their religious 
leaders and crucified by the Roman authorities. When Jesus (whom 
they did not recognize) asked about this matter, their first response 
was only to stand still and look sad. 

But, again, the Lord Jesus was not willing that they should 
remain in sadness. He rebuked their doubt and preached about 
Himself from the Scriptures, everything about His incarnation, 
crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection—and all this for the 
salvation of sinners. As the two later recalled, their hearts burned 
within them as Jesus opened the Scriptures to them. And when they 
arrived at Emmaus, their eyes were opened to recognize Him in the 
breaking of the bread. 

At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus called two disciples to 
follow Him, saying, “Come and see.” After His resurrection, Jesus 
went with two of His disciples and opened their eyes to see. To this 
very day, Jesus promises to be where two or three of his disciples are 
gathered in His Name. In His Word, in Holy Baptism, and in the 
Sacrament of the Altar, through the bread that is His Body and the 
wine that is His Blood, He still opens our eyes to see Him in faith. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, stay with us, and open our eyes to see You in 
Your Word and the Sacrament of Your Body and Blood. Amen. 
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Second Sunday in Advent 
Week Two - “St. Philip and St. Nathanael – Calling friends and 
family to see Jesus” 

Luke 21:25-36 
 

““And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people 
fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken.” (Luke 21:25–26, ESV)  
 

Jesus warns His Christians about the coming of the end of the 
world and all of the distractions that will be all over the world.  He 
reminds us that we are “straighten up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.”  It is not fear that Jesus calls us into with the 
signs of His coming, but confident hope and steadfast faith. 

The signs are there.  They have been for a long time now.  The 
world is perplexed and amazed at everything.  Fear consumes the 
world as also every effort is made to try to explain away the signs or to 
overcome them.  It is the talk of the news, of social media, of personal 
conversations.  It’s all over to the point that people either disengage 
because they are tired of hearing or talking about it, or they are addicted 
to the talk of it. 

This is our time to speak.  The Lord Jesus Christ is coming in 
glory.  This is our time to invite others to come and see Christ as He 
comes in His grace by Word and Sacrament.  This is the time to use 
the signs of the times to be a cause to remind others of Jesus, and to 
invite them to come and see Jesus as He is found in the Church – 
inviting them to Divine Service and Bible Studies, that they may see 
Christ not according to the fearful signs of the coming end, but as the 
Savior who is coming in the day of redemption for the baptized. 

Make no mistake, Christ is coming.  The world will try to deny 
or overcome that day, but the world has never been interested in its 
redemption.  You know the value of redemption however, and you 
know such a gift is not just yours, but also for the people God has put 
around you in this earthly life – yes, your family and friends.  Invite 
them to come and see Jesus this coming week at your church. 

 

Lord Jesus, help us to be watchful and hopeful for Your return.  
As we await that day, help us to faithfully invite others to come 
and see You at the Divine Service. Amen.  
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Monday of Advent 2 
Psalm 121 

 

“The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and 
forevermore.” (Psalm 121:8, ESV)  
 

Psalm 121 is a great Psalm reminding us of how our God takes 
care of us.  As we confess in the Small Catechism, our heavenly Father 
“defends me against all danger, guards and protects me from all evil”.  This verse 
from Psalm 121is also spoken over us by the pastor at our baptism.   

It’s a hard thing in today’s world to invite others to come and 
see Christ.  It may be off-putting and put relationships at risk.  It may 
earn you the painful reward of having all sorts of things spoken against 
you on behalf of Christ (Jesus says in such a case you are blessed).  It 
can create fear to think about the uncertainty of people’ response to 
your invitation.  They may accept the invite.  They may utterly despise 
it and lash out at you.  More than likely they will deflect it and cling to 
other distractions from what is spiritually healthy for them.   

It can be trying and anxious.  In the face of that we remember 
the Lord who keeps us.  “Your going out and your coming in” is your daily 
life.  God still takes care of you.  As a Child of God, redeemed by Jesus 
Christ you possess an eternal life that this world just cannot lay a finger 
upon.  Even the dangers against you are used to be a blessing for you.  
That’s how the LORD keeps you day to day.  The same Lord who 
redeemed you has ascended into heaven and rules and reigns over all 
things.  Do you think there is any area of your life where Jesus does 
not have authority? 

Of course not.  Our inviting others to come and see is merely 
what we do as fellow beneficiaries of Christ’s gifts.  There’s more than 
enough to go around, as our Lord is generous toward all.  And what 
of rejection?  It cannot harm us with Christ our Lord daily keeping us 
in our goings out and comings in.     
 

Lord Jesus Christ, You have so blessed us with salvation.  Help 
us to cast off all fears and invite others to church while trusting 
in Your keeping of us each day. Amen. 
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Tuesday of Advent 2 
Proverbs 3:1-8 

 

“My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for 
length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.” (Proverbs 3:1–2, 
ESV)  
 

The closest people God puts in your life are family.  The family 
you are born into, the family created by the blessed union of one man 
and one woman in marriage, parents, children, grandchildren.  God is 
ever-faithful to us in granting mankind to be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth. 

God however doesn’t grant family for just earthly good.  There 
is much spiritual good to be done in families as well.  Parents are given 
this solemn task of raising children in the fear and knowledge of the 
Lord.  This means the teaching and making sure that children are 
around the Word of God.  Yes, this means church, but it also means 
having the Word be a part of their daily life as Christians.  Even when 
a father tells his children by the authority of the Fourth Commandment 
to go to church in response to both God’s command in the Third 
Commandment and His promise of the gifts given in Divine Service, 
the father is inviting his children to come and see Jesus.   

What if children are all grown up?  What if they are wayward?  
Then the work remains, even if it has become more difficult.  No 
doubt your conscience can remind you of parental failings.  Go and 
speak with your pastor.  Let that conscience receive the comfort of the 
Gospel, but then in new life reach back out to your children and invite 
them again.  Lead with your own repentance.  Show them what 
godliness looks like by both the confession of sins but sure confidence 
in the forgiveness of sins where Christ can be found.  Pray for them 
and continue to invite them.  Just as you live and have your being by 
the Gospel of the forgiveness of your sins, they too need such a life 
with Christ’s peace upon them. 

 

Lord Jesus, help us to let Your peace be known in our families.  
Let Your Word become a fountain of life and forgiveness for all 
the people we love.  Use Your word to make sure we can look 
forward to a happy reunion in heaven.  Amen.  
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Wednesday of Advent 2 
John 1:43-51 

 

“Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses 
in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said 
to him, “Come and see.”” (John 1:45–46, ESV)  
 

Philip was convinced that Jesus was the fulfillment of what 
God had promised.  Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah.  Out of his joy 
at such a revelation, he reached out to Nathanael.  When a person has 
good news to share, they share it.  That sharing starts with the people 
close to you. 

Think about the last time you found something that really 
worked great for you.  A restaurant, a trip destination, a plumber, an 
electrician, a repair shop.  Did you tell others about it?  Chances are 
you have at times found some gem in this earthly life that you then 
told others about (maybe it was your church!).  It is the same and more 
with Christ Jesus.  He is the one Moses and the prophets spoke about.  
He is the Christ, the anointed one of God, sent to be the Savior of the 
World.  Your Savior.  The Savior for others as well. 

Nathanael’s response is almost humorous.  He shrugs off the 
excitement of Philip with a saying about Nazareth.  Skepticism 
abounded.  In the face of this, Philip trusted in Christ to provide what 
was needed, so rather than argue with Nathanael about the goodness 
of something coming out of Nazareth, he simply invited him to come 
and see.  Christ of course took care of the rest, pronouncing great 
blessing to Nathanael and making sure that one of His apostles was 
firmly a witness to who Jesus is. 

Inviting others to church is hard.  You may be tempted to 
argue and debate with someone first.  While there may be a time and 
place for such things, a simpler approach of simply inviting others to 
church is to be commended.  Let the Word of the Lord be used by the 
Spirit of our Lord where and when it pleases Him.  And that Word is 
present in the services of the Church.  God feeds you the best things 
there.  It’s the healthiest place on earth for you and for those you invite 
to join you in the gracious presence of Christ. 

 

Jesus, help us to invite others around us to the great treasure and 
gift that is our congregation and its services.  Amen.  
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Thursday of Advent 2 
Acts 10:1-48 

 

“And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them 
and had called together his relatives and close friends.” (Acts 10:24, ESV)  
“So I sent for you at once, and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore 
we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you have been commanded by 
the Lord.”” (Acts 10:33, ESV)  
 

The lesson for today is long, but it is wonderful.  Cornelius is a 
great example for us.  He invites his relatives and close friends in the 
expectation of hearing the preaching of Peter.  He expects Peter to preach 
as he has been given to preach by the Lord.  The language is reminiscent 
of Moses in the Old Testament speaking to the people of God, and thus 
we see the Gentiles are openly accepted into the body of Christ, the 
Church.   

Peter preaches to all who had gathered who knew Cornelius.  
Some are family and others are close friends.  Even those who worked 
for him were included in the invitation.  Cornelius wanted the greatest 
blessing for them all.  Those folks would also have family, close friends, 
and coworkers who would benefit from their believing and being 
baptized.  Households throughout the book of Acts are gathered into the 
household of faith, that is the Church.  Those earthly relationships are 
useful in bestowing heavenly good.  Yes, they are certainly means for good 
works to be done, but they are also areas of life where the Word of the 
Lord can bless with every spiritual blessing.  God uses the Word to bless 
people through those relationships. 

The people in your life are there for you to do good unto.  They 
are obvious, plain, and simple objects for you to love.  That love almost 
certainly should include care for their bodies and souls.  Just as we want 
the bodily health and property of our neighbor to benefit (Fifth and 
Seventh Commandments) so we want them to be blessed by God, 
through His Word, and in hearing preaching (First, Second, and Third 
Commandments).  They are also sinners in need of forgiveness, and 
Christ Jesus has appointed where that forgiveness can be found.  It’s 
delivered in His Word and Sacrament.  That’s the stuff of the Church, 
meant for your good and for theirs. 

 

Blessed Lord, help us to look out for our family, friends, and 
coworkers in their bodily and spiritual needs. Amen.  
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Friday of Advent 2 
Luke 15:11-32 

 

“It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ” (Luke 15:32, ESV)  
 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son is a favorite among many 
Christians.  In it we can find the teaching of God’s grace and also the 
warning against spiritual pride.  As we are inviting others to “come and 
see” it is going to be important to keep this parable in mind for the 
same reason. 

First, the grace of God.  If we see new or familiar faces at 
church who haven’t been there in a while, we have great reason to 
rejoice.  God is gathering people unto Himself.  We can pray that 
God’s Word has an impact with them as the Spirit works.  We can be 
reminded of the great grace of our God, who forgives sins like no one 
else, and who forgets every last little offense we have committed.  This 
is cause for remembering the grace shown to us, but also to rejoice in 
it being shown to others as well. 

Second the warning about pride.  As we see others forgiven 
and received again, we are tempted to think poorly of the situation, or 
better, to think poorly of how we have been treated in the situation.  
The sinful nature is constantly selfish in all things, because selfishness 
draws us into sin and away from Christ.  The older brother is our 
warning when we see people return to the Church or show up for the 
first time. 

Instead of pride, let us take on the mindset of the angels in 
heaven or the father in the parable, who rejoice over a sinner who 
repents, and praise God for His glorious salvation.  This is the occasion 
for rejoicing and thanking God.  It is also the occasion for charity, love, 
forgiveness, and humble service to each other.  And who knows what 
God will do through those virtues being practiced among the flock of 
God that you belong to. 

 

Father in heaven, let us rejoice in the return of the wayward.  
Guard us from spiritual pride and allow us to humbly serve all 
our brothers and sisters in Christ as fellow forgiven sinners living 
in Your grace.  Amen. 
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Saturday of Advent 2  
Acts 2:42-47 

 

“And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having 
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved.” (Acts 2:46–47, ESV)  
 

Acts records the early happenings of the Church as God worked 
through His chosen Apostles by the preaching of the Word to gather souls 
unto Himself into the one, holy, Christian, and Apostolic Church.  The 
way our God works hasn’t changed.  It’s in the daily lives of Christians 
that the greatest things can happen for those around them as well. 

The pattern is beautiful and ordinary.  It is also extraordinary that 
such ordinary things would cause something like the Church to grow.  
There are countless words spoken today through media and in our daily 
lives.  God has so honored words however to use them to convert others 
and draw them unto Himself.  It’s simple and magnificent all at once. 

Should the Lord choose to bless your inviting others to “come 
and see” at church, please know that it is the Lord’s work.  Yes, He uses 
ordinary things like the lives that you lead, the virtues you practice which 
lead to having favor with others, and then the words and invitations you 
share, but make no mistake, the work is His.  Only He has the Words of 
eternal life, and no one can come unless God draws them.  This is why 
those words “the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved” are very helpful for us.  They correct any arrogance we may develop 
in claiming “success” and they also help us when things don’t work out 
in feeling guilt for “failing”.  We are to lead daily lives in love toward the 
neighbor.  This includes loving them by inviting them to meet Jesus.  It is 
God who will do as He pleases with these folks.  We cannot always know 
the path that God has them on, nor can we understand the counsels of 
God.  We can just trust that God is faithful to His Word, and that He will 
use it to accomplish that for which He sent it.  May He bless His Word 
among us all. 
 

Dear Jesus, help us to rely upon You in all things.  Help us by Your 
Spirit to lead godly lives among others, and to humbly trust in You 
for how many people are added to Your Church.  Amen.  
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Third Sunday in Advent 
Week Three – “The world refuses to see” 

Matthew 11:2-10 
 

“And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the 
dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is 
the one who is not offended by me.”” (Matthew 11:4–6, ESV)  
 

Preaching repentance is dangerous business. If the prophet 
Ezekiel warned the people of their sin, the people who refused to 
repent and continued to sin would be responsible for themselves. Yet, 
if Ezekiel did not warn the people, the blood of the people would be 
on Ezekiel’s head!  

John preached repentance to prepare the way for the Lord. We 
heed such preaching. The king did not want to be called to repentance 
for his sins against the Sixth Commandment, so he put John in prison.  

John is the culmination of all who the Lord sent to prepare the 
way for Jesus. Now that Jesus has come for our benefit, even “the one 
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  

What does this mean? We repent and rejoice that we can look 
back on the incarnation at Christmas and Resurrection at Easter as 
accomplished facts for us and for our salvation. We repent and rejoice 
that Jesus will come again on the Last Day, Judgment Day, 
Resurrection Day, a day of comfort and consolation as Christians. And 
we repent and rejoice that our Lord is present with us according to His 
promise in His Word and in His own Body and Blood for the 
forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of 
darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of 
this mortal life, in which Your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us 
in great humility; that in the last day, when He shall come again 
in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Monday of Advent 3 
Psalm 56 

 

“This I know, that God is for me. In God, whose word I praise, in the LORD, 
whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can man do to 
me?” (Psalm 56:9b–11, ESV)  
 

Some Psalms, called imprecatory, call for judgment, calamity, or 
curses upon one's enemies, those perceived as the enemies of God. Psalm 
56 is just such a Psalm. 

By faith we trust in the Lord, and even the gift of faith is a gift 
from the Lord. The Lord sustains us during times of trouble. Sometimes, 
trouble comes from those who reject the Lord’s gifts. Our attempts to 
invite others to church will be sometimes declined. 

One word in verse 8 is unfamiliar to many: “tossings”. In other 
words, the good Lord keeps count of our “wanderings,” our “changeable 
circumstances in life.” He cares! 

Verse 9 shows the confidence of faith in different words than 
“trust.” This I know, David confesses, that God is for me.  

The Apology of the Augsburg Confession (Article XXIV (XII), 
paragraphs 25 and 26) explains the vows and thank offerings of verse 12 
as “sacrifices of praise.”  

These are the preaching of the Gospel, faith, prayer, 
thanksgiving, confession, the troubles of saints, yes, all 
good works of saints. These sacrifices are not satisfactions 
for those making them, nor can they be applied to others 
to merit the forgiveness of sins or reconciliation by the 
outward act. They are made by those who have been 
reconciled. These are the sacrifices of the New Testament, 
as Peter teaches, “a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices” (1 Peter 2:5). 

The faithful receive the Lord’s gifts, endure “changeable 
circumstances in life” by the strength of the Lord, and return to Him 
sacrifices of praise.  

 

O Lord, be gracious to us, especially when we are attacked and 
afraid. Strengthen our faith, for we trust in You. You are for us when 
the world is against us. You are for us in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
Keep our feet from falling that we may walk before you in the light 
of life. Amen. 
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Tuesday of Advent 3 
Romans 1:16-32 

 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous 
shall live by faith.”” (Romans 1:16–17, ESV)  
 

Much of Romans 1 speaks about those who did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, those with dishonorable passions and debased 
mind. The Lord’s invitation will often be rejected by the world. Some, 
threatened by the gift of salvation by faith alone, even alter Romans 
1:16-17: 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel: it is the power of God for salvation 
to every one who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in 
it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is 
written, “He who through faith is righteous shall live.” 
Such wording is confusing, awkward, and denies the 

comforting insights of the Lutheran Reformation. This surprising 
rendering is from a Roman Catholic edition of the Revised Standard 
Version. A footnote allows “The righteous shall live by faith,” but the 
best evidence that the RSV2CE meddled here is their own translation 
of the verse that Paul quotes, Habakkuk 2:4: 

Behold, he whose soul is not upright in him shall fail, but the righteous 
shall live by his faith. 

The Lutheran Confessions (Formula of Concord Epitome, 
Article XI) point us to Christ. 

The true judgment about predestination› must be learned alone 
from the Holy Gospel about Christ, in which it is clearly 
testified, “For God has consigned all to disobedience, that He 
may have mercy on all [Romans 11:32]; not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance” [2 Peter 
3:9], and believe in the Lord Christ. (See also Ezekiel 18:23; 
33:11, 18; 1 John 2:2.) 
Jesus gives His righteousness to us! 
 

Jesus, priceless treasure, Fount of purest pleasure, Truest friend to me, 
Ah, how long in anguish Shall my spirit languish, Yearning, Lord, for 
Thee? Thou art mine, O Lamb divine! I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 
Naught I ask beside Thee. Amen. (LSB 743:1)  
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Wednesday of Advent 3 
John 9:1-12 

 

“So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.”” (John 9:10–11, ESV)  
 

His life was one of lonely darkness. He had been blind from 
birth. He knew his parents by the sound of their voices. A blind man 
in a Jewish community could not do much except beg for support. 
This blind man receives more than daily bread in a miracle by Jesus. 

After anointing a blind man’s eyes with mud, Jesus sent him to 
the pool of Siloam to wash. Siloam is fed by a spring outside the city 
walls. Long ago, Hezekiah constructed an underground tunnel to carry 
the water inside the city walls. Ever since, they were able to get water 
without fearing attack. Siloam means Sent. Such a name reminds us of 
the promises the Lord made to send the Messiah.  

Jesus is that promised Messiah. He performs seven famous 
miracles in the Gospel according to St. John. The Evangelist calls them 
signs. The first sign was when Jesus changed water into wine in John 
2:1-11. John 4:46-54 presents the second sign, Jesus’ healing of the 
royal official's son in Capernaum. In short order, Jesus would perform 
three more signs, including healing the paralytic at Bethesda (John 5:1-
18), feeding the 5000 (John 6:5-14), and walking with Peter on water 
(John 6:16-24). Two other miracles, the sixth and seventh signs, are 
later in John, healing the man born blind in John 9:1-7 and the raising 
of Lazarus in John 11:1-45. The seventh points us to the greatest sign, 
the suffering, death, and Resurrection of Jesus Himself. 

Some would reject Jesus’ miracles and His teaching. Those 
who were blessed by Jesus’ miracles also treasured His teaching. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, bless Your Word and its fruits among us. 
Grant that those who hear Your Word would believe and receive 
saving faith that Your Word would fulfill the purpose for which 
You proclaim it. Amen.  
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Thursday of Advent 3 
John 9:13-23 

 

“So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to 
them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others 
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division 
among them.” (John 9:15–16, ESV)  
 

It is Christ who gives us eyes to see by faith. We invite the 
people around us in our lives to come and see Christ where He can be 
found in His Word. This invitation will often be rejected. It’s not just 
you. They’re really rejecting Jesus.  

The Pharisees, narrow in their view of what was acceptable on 
the Sabbath, rejected Jesus. Yet, others did not reject Jesus. They 
allowed for His sign, this miracle, to be from God. He helped a man 
born blind! We are told that there was a division among them.  

Divisions do not have to be sinful. In 1 Corinthians 11:19, St. 
Paul says that “there must be factions among you in order that those 
who are genuine among you may be recognized.” 

The genuine are those who trust the Word of Christ. They hear 
the Word and they confess the truth given them by the Lord. 

The formerly blind man confessed that Jesus was a prophet. 
He’s not wrong. His confession of Jesus may be incomplete, but it is 
not incorrect. He speaks for himself. His parents, however, declined 
to confess Jesus, likely out of fear of being put out of the synagogue. 
Some had been expelled for confessing Jesus to be the Christ. 

Be encouraged by the great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12) 
that have confessed Jesus through salvation history. By your 
confession, you encourage those who dwell under your roof, sit near 
your pew, and are your neighbors in your community, school, and 
workplace to confess Jesus. 

 

Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, that the Word which we 
have heard this day may through Your grace be so engrafted in 
our hearts that we may bring for the fruit of the Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
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Friday of Advent 3 
John 9:24-41 

 

“Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe 
in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to 
you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.” (John 9:35–38, ESV)  
 

Have you ever been cast out or “cancelled”? The precious 
truths of our scriptures are called into question every day. Can you 
prove that there is a God? How do you know the world was created in 
six days? Are you sure Jesus is the Son of God? Does sin really exist? Is 
the Bible really inspired by God? Questions from the unbelieving 
world can be a test to faith. We rejoice in clear answers from the Word.  

Like some today, the Pharisees were blind to their own sin and 
guilt. They were right that the formerly blind man was born in sin. “In 
sin did my mother conceive me,” writes the Psalmist, but not in the 
way they thought. Jesus said, “this happened so that the work of God 
might be displayed in his life….While I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world.” 

Jesus came into the world to take away the darkness of sin, for 
He is the Christ, the light of the world. He, too, had to face the religious 
leaders. He, too, had to testify. They didn’t believe Him either. They 
handed Him over to the Romans to be crucified. 

In the light of Faith that God gives us, we see our sin. And 
Jesus forgives it. Jesus is the light of the world. No darkness can 
overcome Messiah Jesus. He was crucified, but He rose from the dead. 
We were all born into the darkness of sin. We were all blind at birth, 
but with the light of faith, we can see, and say together, Lord, I believe. 
 

Almighty Lord and God, protect Your Church and Your Word 
against all enemies. Preserve Your truth in our hearts and minds. 
Increase our faith, hope, and love in You and for one another. 
Amen. 
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Saturday of Advent 3 
2 Kings 19:14-20 

 

“Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; and 
Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD and spread it before the LORD. And 
Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said: “O LORD, the God of Israel, 
enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of 
the earth; you have made heaven and earth. Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; 
open your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he 
has sent to mock the living God. Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid 
waste the nations and their lands and have cast their gods into the fire, for they were 
not gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. Therefore they were 
destroyed. So now, O LORD our God, save us, please, from his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O LORD, are God alone.” Then Isaiah 
the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel: Your prayer to me about Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard.” (2 
Kings 19:14–20, ESV)  
 

Dr. Luther reminds us that “To call upon God’s name is 
nothing other than to pray” (Large Catechism, Lord’s Prayer, 5). The 
reference there is 2 Kings 18. In that chapter, an enemy, mocking the 
Lord, His people, and the king, sends a letter to King Hezekiah. In 2 
Kings 19, King Hezekiah responds with repentance, sackcloth, and 
ashes, and received reassurance from the Lord through the prophet 
Isaiah. King Hezekiah prays. 

The king’s prayer calls upon the true God instead of false idols 
of wood and stone. He appeals to the only true Savior as we do, using 
the Lord’s name and titles as evidence to who He is and what He had 
done in the past for His people.  
 

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; Turn not from me aside, And help 
me to receive You This blessèd Adventtide. From stall and 
manger low Come now to dwell within me; I’ll sing Your praises 
gladly And forth Your glory show. Amen (LSB 354:4) 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Week Four – “St. Thomas – Seeing by believing” 

John 1:19-28 
 

“John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not 
know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to 
untie.”” (John 1:26–27, ESV)  
 

 Why did John baptize? That is the question the representatives 
of the Pharisees asked. We know why John baptized. It is the same 
reason we are baptized. John’s baptism was from heaven. That means 
that John’s baptism was not a human invention, but that it was 
commanded by God Himself. We know that John’s baptism gave the 
forgiveness of sins. John baptized for the same reasons that we baptize. 
God commanded it. Baptism forgives sins.   
 There was another reason why John came baptizing. The 
people needed to be prepared for Christ. They were not prepared to 
meet Him. In fact, Jesus stood among them, and they did not know 
Him. They saw Jesus as a regular guy; they did not perceive that He 
was the Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world. John 
baptized so that people might see and know Jesus. In fact, John 
baptized so that He might know and see Jesus. Later in chapter 1, John 
says: “I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said 
to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit’” (John 1:33). 
 John saw the Spirit descend on Christ and then knew Him by 
faith. Our baptism causes us to know Christ and to see Him with the 
eyes of faith. John saw and believed, knowing the One Who stood 
among the crowds. We know and believe in the Lamb of God apart 
from sight. And we know that, on the last day, faith will give way to 
sight, and we shall know Him as we have been known.    
 
Lord Jesus, the people did not know You, even though You stood 
among them. You sent John to baptize so that they might know 
and believe in You. Strengthen our faith and our knowing by 
returning us to our baptisms, so that we might see You face to 
face in paradise. Amen.  
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Monday of Advent 4 
Psalm 123 

 

“Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a 
maidservant to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the LORD our God, 
till he has mercy upon us.” (Psalm 123:2, ESV)  

 

Psalm 123 is a brief and short prayer. The psalmist is a man of 
few words. But its brevity shows how unpretentious and powerful this 
prayer is. The power of this prayer is found in the unity of a single 
image: sight.  
 In this psalm, there are two kinds of sight. We first see the sight 
of the world. The sight of the world is the sight of the powerful and 
proud: “those who are at ease.” They regard the church with contempt. 
To hold someone in contempt is not to hate them. No, it is to regard 
them as worthless. The powerful worldlings despise and scorn the 
church as weak, stupid, and worthless. That is how the world views the 
pious and godly believer. That is how the world views the church. 
 The psalmist prays for deliverance from the world’s scorn and 
contempt: “we have had more than enough of contempt.” He asks God to be 
gracious, that is, to remove this heavy cross from his weary, wounded 
shoulders. This psalm teaches us that it is good for us to pray that God 
would lighten the crosses He sends. 
 The psalmist prays because there is another sight. There is a 
heavenly sight, the sight of faith. Amid scorn and trouble, the believer 
lifts his eyes to heaven, where the LORD sits enthroned. This is not a 
literalistic looking up into the sky. On the contrary, this means that the 
believer trusts that God, the One enthroned in heaven, will act as a 
good and gracious Master, Who kindly provides for His servants’ 
needs.  
 When our earthly vision is filled with scorn and contempt, let 
us then lift our eyes in faith to the One Who can lift these burdens 
from us and lovingly supply our every need.  
 
Heavenly Father, You are enthroned in heaven. Be gracious to 
us and still the scornful voices of those who are at ease. Amen.  
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Tuesday of Advent 4 
Ephesians 4:7-16 

 

“Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who 
is the head, into Christ,” (Ephesians 4:15, ESV)  
 

 This week focuses on seeing by believing. Christians grow 
spiritually and that includes sight. In the text before us, Paul compares 
and contrasts spiritual children and the spiritually mature.  
 Paul does not want us to be spiritual children: “so that we may no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind 
of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.” Why children? 
Children have sight, it is true. But how often do you need to help a 
child find something which is right in front of his nose? How often do 
you need to comfort a child who is afraid of rustling trees or shadow 
monsters in their bedrooms? Children see, but their sight is often 
distorted.  

Spiritual children also have the sight of faith. But seeing, they 
do not often perceive. They have no spiritual stability, so they are 
tossed to and fro. Their own faith sight is often distorted, not only by 
their ignorance, but also by the malevolent teaching of human cunning. 
Spiritual children see, but they do not often perceive what is true.  

How then do we grow up into Christ? How do we become 
spiritually mature? We hear the Word of God from those sent by God: 
“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 
to equip the saints, for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” 
By hearing the Truth, we shall begin to see the Truth. We shall be 
secure and stand fast against all human cunning and shall be united in 
love to our brethren in Christ. While we shall not perceive perfectly on 
this side of heaven, we shall nevertheless grow up into Christ, Who is 
the Head of His church.  
 
Lord Jesus, you sent pastors to build up Your church. Help us to 
rightly hear the Word, understand, and believe it, so that we may 
no longer be children tossed to and fro. Amen.  
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Wednesday of Advent 4 
John 20:24-39 

 

“Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.”” (John 20:29, ESV)  

 

 Thomas was not there when Christ appeared in His 
resurrection glory to the other disciples. Perhaps Thomas was not with 
them because he was brave and refused to huddle behind locked doors. 
Perhaps Thomas was in despair because Christ had died, and he did 
not die with Him as he wanted. We are not given the reason why 
Thomas was not there. The fact is that Thomas wasn’t there. He did 
not see the resurrected Lord. And so, he did not believe.  
 Thomas’ absence was the Lord’s will, and it was not without 
purpose. This was to teach us about faith and sight. Since Thomas had 
seen his risen Lord, he believed and was satisfied and happy. But now, 
Christ gently corrects Thomas’ faulty understanding. Bliss and 
happiness of faith does not rest upon sight.  Faith does not rest feelings 
and reason either. Faith rests upon the Word of the Gospel.  
 Now, Thomas needed to see the resurrected Lord in order to 
be an apostle. The apostles were eyewitnesses. They recorded the facts 
concerning Jesus, His person and His work, and the salvation which 
we have in His name. If there are no eyewitnesses, then there is no 
history. If there is no history, then our preaching has no foundation 
and is merely fluff.   
 But we cannot see Christ as the apostles did. We cannot see 
the calming of the water, the crucifixion, and the resurrection. And 
that is why it is so important that we have the account of Thomas. 
Thomas’ example here is a comfort to us Christians. We can only see 
through believing the preaching of the gospel. Through this Word we 
have communion with our Lord; in the Word He comes to us and lives 
in us. Through the Word we are blessed, as Jesus says.  
 
Lord Jesus, You reproved Thomas when you said, “Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” Reprove us 
when we place too much emphasis on sight and help us to cling 
solely to Your Word, which makes us blessed. Amen.  
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Thursday of Advent 4 
Judges 6:11-40 

 

“Then Gideon said to God, “Let not your anger burn against me; let me speak 
just once more. Please let me test just once more with the fleece. Please let it be dry 
on the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be dew.”” (Judges 6:39, ESV)  

 

 We have spoken at length about how believing is seeing. 
Yesterday, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” Our faith ought not to depend on sight; it should find 
its life and source in God’s Word alone.  
 But Christians are weak. Gideon was weak too. Gideon 
believed God’s word that he would defeat the Midianites. He believed 
that God would use him as His instrument. He wasn’t an unbeliever. 
But Gideon was weak. Gideon was anxious about the future. And so, 
through prayer, Gideon asked to physically see. He wanted to see a wet 
fleece on dry ground. He wanted to see a dry fleece on dewy ground. 
These were physical sights that God was with Gideon. These were 
physical confirmations that God had chosen Gideon, that His Word 
was true and sure.  
 God is rich in kindness. He has compassion with our weakness, 
just as He did with Gideon. Our God comes to our assistance even 
with extraordinary blessings and miraculous manifestations. Our God 
stoops down and condescends to our weak understanding and our 
feeble desire to follow His will. And He strengthens us as He did 
Gideon for the fight ahead.  

But we cannot confuse the miracle and the message. Every 
miracle in the Bible was done to show that God’s Word is true and 
dependable. The most important thing is the message, the Law and the 
Gospel. Miracles serve the message. The message does not serve the 
miracle. The miracles confirm that God is true and not a liar. The 
miracle confirms that God loves us as He says He does. The miracle 
confirms that He richly forgives our sins through the blood of Jesus 
Christ. May we never forget it! 
 
Heavenly Father, You were patient and kind to Gideon as he 
struggled with weakness. Bear with us in our weakness and 
strengthen our faith in You and Your gospel. Amen.  
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Friday of Advent 4 
Isaiah 50: 

 

“Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? Let him who 
walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his 
God.” (Isaiah 50:10, ESV)  

 

Isaiah chapter 50 is a beautiful chapter about our Lord and His 
Bride, the Church. Our Lord seeks the church, even though she does 
not deserve it. She had committed spiritual adultery and was divorced 
by our Lord. By her transgressions, she was sold into the slavery of sin. 
And yet, our Lord Christ loves His church and promises to deliver her. 
He has the power to save. He is able to dry up the waters; He is able 
to darken the heavens. Our Lord not only has the power, but He also 
has the great and fervent desire to save His church.  
 And we hear about the cause of that salvation in the next part. 
Christ comes as a Preacher. “The Lord God has given me the tongue of those 
who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary” 
(Isaiah 50:4). No one spoke like Christ. His word had the authority to 
cast out demons, calm storms, and forgive sins. Even though He was 
opposed by the false and wicked Pharisees, who made the Word of 
God void by their traditions, God vindicated Jesus by raising Him 
from the dead and shall publicly vindicate Him on the last day when 
He comes to judge the living and the dead. 
 What then shall we who fear the Lord do? What about we who 
obey the voice of God’s Servant, the Christ and to His messengers, the 
apostles? We are lovingly invited to trust and rely upon Him, the only 
God. And through trust or faith in Jesus, we shall no longer walk in 
darkness.  
 

Lord Jesus, You sustain us who are weary with a word. Help us 
to obey the voice of your servant, our pastor and to trust and rely 
upon You, the only God, at all times. Amen.  

 
  



 34 

Nativity of our Lord – Christmas Eve 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 1:18, ESV)  
 

 We like Luke’s gospel because there we find that seeing is 
believing. The shepherds believe because they see and hear the words 
of the angels. They rejoice at seeing the promised babe in swaddling 
clothes. And, in faith, they go and spread the word abroad.  
 Matthew’s account of Jesus’ conception and birth reveal to us 
that believing is seeing. For what did Joseph see with his eyes? He saw 
his fiancée, his betrothed, pregnant. He knew that he did not commit 
fornication with her. And so, looking at this with the eyes of reason, 
he must needs conclude that she cheated on him and that the child in 
her womb was a sign of sin. 
 And when he looked with the eyes of the law, it seemed clear. 
Mary would either have to die for her sin, or he could be merciful and 
divorce her quietly. Her punishment would have been just according 
to the Law, but he would have obeyed the spirit of the law, which is 
love, though he was the injured party. 
 Both the eyes of reason and the law fail. It is only through the 
Word of God, proclaimed by an angel, that makes Joseph see the 
situation rightly: “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you 
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 
And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for 
He will save His people from their sins.” In faith, Joseph sees rightly. 
Mary did not sin; she is blessed. The Child is not the fruit of sin, but 
the salvation of every sinner. Believing is seeing; one only sees rightly 
through the lens of God’s Word. 
 

Heavenly Father, You sent an angel to enlighten Joseph’s eyes 
with faith. May our eyes continually be enlightened, so that we 
might judge all things rightly. Amen.  
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Nativity of our Lord – Christmas Day 
John 1:1-14 

 

“The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:9–14  
 

 Come and see.  That’s what you have been reading and 
listening about this past Advent season.  Now, on Christmas Day we 
are greeted with the great words of John’s Gospel about beholding the 
glory.  How did this beholding happen?  By faith.   
 In the same way “His own people did not receive Him.”  They did 
not believe.  You can scan through the rest of the Gospels and see 
what unbelief looked like for crowds, scribes, lawyers, Sadducees, and 
Pharisees.  You can also get glimpses of what seeing meant for others 
along the way of their lives as well.  And it usually involved inviting 
others to “see” as well.   
 As we have heard, the invitation often will be rejected – for 
Christ’s own rejected Him.  People’s sinful nature hasn’t changed.  It 
still resists God at every opportunity.  Still Christ comes, and still we 
invite others to see, to believe, to be blessed by the appearing of the 
Savior of the World. 
 The seeing can happen only because Christ, the Word, became 
flesh and dwelt among us.  Christ our Lord comes to us first and 
foremost.  That is why today even exists in the Church calendar – to 
have a Divine Service where Christ’s people can gather to meet Him 
as He comes.  It is there that we see Christ as our Savior, believing the 
Word of God as it is sung in the hymns, proclaimed in the lessons, 
preached from the pulpit in the sermon, and chanted among us in 
liturgy and the blessed Words of Institution.  Christ still comes.  In this 
we rejoice.  The Savior is born.   
 

Dear Jesus, thank You for coming to redeem us.  Thank You for 
continuing to come among us by Your gracious visitation in the 
Word and Sacraments.  Amen. 
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