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Chapter 1

The Liturgy in the Book of Revelation

The Goal of this Booklet

The Book of Revelation is very intimidating to mastople.
It is filled with countless bizarre images and hasonfusing
timeline. One point of entry into the book is t@wi it from
the standpoint of something very familiar to trahal
Christians, the liturgy. This booklet identifiesdaexplains
the numerous phrases and gestures from the lituwrghe
Book of Revelation. Along the way, we also offer
explanations of the basic parts of the book andiigeoa
liturgical outline that breaks the book down intone easily
digestible parts.

Seeing the liturgy in the Book of Revelation wis@ help us
realize how Biblical the liturgy is. Most traditiahChristians
know that there is a worship war going on. The itiawail

liturgy is being replaced by a less formal worshipline that
is akin to pop culture. Seeing the liturgy in theok of
Revelation helps us realize that it is not someat@nman-
made thing from the middle ages. Instead, theditus a
form of worship that is drawn from the forms andusture
of the worship that we see in the Bible itself.

The book of Revelation has more liturgical refeemthan
most other books of the Bible. It is important exagnize
that the life of the people of God in the Old Testat
(before our New Testament era) and the life inviloeld to
come (after this New Testament era) are charaetérizy
liturgy and ritual. The Old Testament is at one @fidhe
world’s historical spectrum and it is built arourttie
sacrificial system that God gave to the peoplesdddl in the
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wilderness. It is highly liturgical. On the othenceof the
spectrum we see that the book of Revelation is blst
around a liturgical model. That's what this bookkegabout.
By showing select parts of the book of Revelatioithw
liturgical commentary | hope you will see how prowemt the
liturgical approach to God is in the Bible.

Modern Christianity has an anti-ritual tendencyt tissbased
more on the principles of the Enlightenment"{lahd 18'
century philosophy of humanism and reason) than on
Biblical theology. This booklet is intended to giyeu a
guide into the liturgical nature of the book of R&tion. It

iS not a complete commentary on the visions of John
although some helpful summaries are provided farthea
section of Revelation that might help you bettedenstand
the book.

How this Booklet is Organized

The booklet includes the liturgically significanants of the
Book of Revelation followed by a brief commenta(yhe
Bible translation used is the English Standard Mer} Parts
of the Book of Revelation that are less relevatrdically
speaking have been left out but brief summariepeareided
for these sections so that the reading of this lebokill

provide for the reader the full story line of theddimes.

The Bible text is in italics and is indented. Verdgbat have
liturgical implications are in bold typeface. Thentmentary
is in plain font following the Bible text.

The Purpose of the Book of Revelation

The purpose of the Book of Revelation is to asssioel’s
people that He is in control and working to brirggall safely
to heaven. That message is cast in highly litutdiaan as
you will see below. The most prominent theme oflibek is
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the same general theme of the entire BiGled hates sin but
has sent His Son into the flesh to die to pay torsins with
His blood

In the book of Revelation this theme is presentedtiiking
imagery. The following outline is based on the majo
liturgical sections of the book. (For a more tramtil outline
see thd.utheran Study BibleCPH, 2009.)

A Liturgical Outline of the Book of Revelation

Part | - Christ Appears to John in Liturgical
Attire and dictates the Seven Letters to the
Churches (chapters 1-3):The book opens with
Christ appearing to John in the same liturgical
garb that pastors have been wearing in the divine
service for nearly two millennia.

Part Il — Christ the Slain Lamb Elicits “This is
the Feast” and other Liturgical Music (chapters
4-5): In this section we see Christ appearing as a
slain Lamb who alone has the authority (because
of His wounds) to open the seals on the scrolls
that reveal the images of the last days (chapter 4)
He is then praised in the words that are the basis
of our hymn of praise “This is the Feas#nd
other praise that finds its way into the hymnal.

Part Il — White Robes, Incense and
Prostration (chapters 6-16): After viewing the
great feast in heaven we see the history of the end
times revealed via a series of 7 cycles (7 seals, 7
bowls of wrath, 7 trumpets, etc.) which includes
several interesting references to liturgical
practice.



Part IV — (chapters 17-18) Destruction of the
Whore, Chasing After Other Gods, Why We
Close the Communion Rail-This part of the
revelations describe the judgment of the great whor
(false teacher and apostate church) and the lseasilér
power). The whore or apostate church, chases alter
sorts of false gods and is punished for bringing itfito
Christ’s church. This gives us eschatological naiton

to continue closing the communion rail

Part V — The Lord’s Supper, Liturgical Posture and
Reverent Attitude in the New Heaven and the New
Earth (chapters 19-22): The book concludes with a
fantastic description of the temple of God in heave
(notice the liturgical theme of the temple) and gneat
eternal city, the New Jerusalem that we believeits w

inhabit forever.

The mysterious symbolic imagery in the Book of Ratren
can be intimidating, but we must remember that &otehds
it to be a book of comfort for us on the long andstimes
difficult road to heaven. Read the book with thegading
theme in mind and try not to be distracted by syisloat
you do not understand. (There is not space in litile
booklet to explain all of those images.) Just kgepr eyes
on the Lamb who was slain for you while you read th
wonder-filled book of the Bible and He will lead y@n a
liturgical tour from His cross, through our curreage, and
right up to the final judgment. He cherishes youl shall
keep you safe in the faith until His ultimate retur



Part |
Chapters 1-3

Christ Appears to John in Liturgical Attire
And the Seven Letters to the Churches

Chapter 1:1 — 1:8 — John’s Introduction
1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gaive
to show to his servants the things that must sede t
place. He made it known by sending his angel to his
servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God
and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even tohall he
saw. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the wafrds
this prophecy, and blessed are those who hearwdral
keep what is written in it, for the time is nearJ@hn to
the seven churches that are in Astarace to you and
peacefrom him who is and who was and who is to come,
and from the seven spirits who are before his tAron
5and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings omtleaTo
himwho loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever anérev
Amen 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and
every eye will see him, even those who pierced dch,
all tribes of the earth will wail on account of hifaven
so. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” sags th
Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to corhe, t
Almighty.”

The book of Revelation is letter of encouragemengeaven
churches in Asia Minor. This practical intentionoshd
encourage us to read the book with hope and nstr&tion.



Right away in the first chapter we have liturgical
significance. Notice that John breaks into prayer. @-6).
Much of Scripture is in the form of prayer. Praged liturgy
are not alien to God’s word but flow seamlesslyhwvitt Note
also that the words the pastor says before the serane
taken from this passage (vv. 4-5). In v. 5 Johntioes the
blood of Christ - the heart of the message of tlideB-
which is also the heart and soul of the liturgynfession and
absolution to make us worthy to come into the Lerd’
presence, procession of the cross, the Lord’s Supfie).

Note also the liturgical use of “Amen” (v. 6). Sagi
“Amen” is to say “yes it is so” or “that is a trwsaying.”
Saying “Amen” is not a part of our normal speeclitgra
and yet we confidently add it to our prayers. Weveha
learned to do so. This is a good example of hovecavelearn
to appreciate forms and actions that are not a @adur
everyday life but enrich our worship of God. SayiAgnen”
in the service is not just for Baptists. The cogagten |
serve has learned to say “Amen” along with the qraat
several points during the liturgy such as at thd efhthe
votum, at the beginning of the sermon and at theclogion
of the service. This is a Biblical practice. We daalso
sought to replace the generic offering of greetitoyellow
members with the scriptural liturgical greeting€étpeace of
the Lord be with you,” followed by the response daalso
with you.”

Chapter 1:9-20 Vision of the Son of Man
91, John, your brother and partner in the tributat
and the kingdom and the patient endurance thatimre
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on accduhteo
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 | waken
Spirit on the Lord's day, and | heard behind meoadi
voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you sea
book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephasilis
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to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to
Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 12 iiHe
turned to see the voice that was
speaking to me, and on turning
saw seven golden lampstands &
13and in the midst of the &
lampstands one lika son of man,
clothed with a long robe and with &
a golden sash around his chest
14 The hairs of his head wer
white like wool, as white as snov
His eyes were like a flame of fire
15 his feet were like burnishe
bronze, refined in a furnace, an
his voice was like the roar o
many waters. 16 In his right hand he held severssta
from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, asd hi
face was like the sun shining in full strength.Viifien |

saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. Bulae his
right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, | am the fiestd

the last, 18 and the living one. | died, and behiolin
alive forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and
Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you hsaen,
those that are and those that are to take placer dfiis.

20 As for the mystery of the seven stars that gouis

my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the
seven stars are the angels of the seven churchdsha
seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Jesus is described here as wearing clothing venylasi to

the attire worn by liturgical pastors. He wears latev robe
and with a sash (i.e. a stole). He is surroundectdndle
stands, another key feature of liturgical worshipus we see
in the book of Revelation not only the words of tiergy

but also the accoutrements.
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Chapter 2:1-3:22 The Seven Letters to the Seven @iches

These are the seven letters to seven churchesianMigor.
Each church has its own unique strengths and weakse
and so the Holy Spirit moves John to write paracul
prescriptions for each church. This is a fascimgasiaction of
the book but is not included here because it hasiffeny
liturgical references.

Here are the names of the churches and the apptbath
John takes to each one.

1.

Ephesus— They were a strong church that had grown
weaker and so John encourages them to return to
their original zeal.

Smyrna — This was another strong congregation but
they were about to be tested even beyond what they
had already endured and so John encourages them
with words that have now become one of our favorite
confirmation verses: “be faithful unto death arwill

give you a crown of life.”

Pergamum — This too was a strong church but they
had given in to some false teaching and would be
tried with even more false teaching.

Thyatira — This congregation was full of love and
good deeds but were tolerating a member who
mislead them into pagan and sexually immoral
practices. God promised to remove her from their
midst.

Sardis — This church needed to wake up because
despite its good reputation, it was a dead church.
Philadelphia — This congregation was weak from
having been through so many trials but God promised
to keep them strong.

Laodicea — This church was lukewarm and so God
threatened to spit them out of his mouth.
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Part Il
Chapters 4-5

The Slain Lamb Elicits
“This is the Feast” and other Liturgical Music

Chapter 4 The Throne in Heaven

4:1 After this | looked, and behold, a door stagdapen

in heaven! And the first voice, which | had heard
speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up hang

| will show you what must take place after this.AR
once | was in the Spirit, and beholl throne stood in
heaven, with one seated on the throne. 3 And he who
sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnglia
and around the throne was a rainbow that had the
appearance of an emerald. 4 Around the throne were
twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were
twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with
golden crowns on their heads. 5 From the throne cam
flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of
thunder, and before the throne were burning seven
torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God
6 and before the throne there was as it warsea of
glass, like crystalAnd around the throne, on each side
of the throne, are four living creatures, full ofes in
front and behind: 7 the first living creature likelion,
the second living creature like an ox, the thirdirlg
creature with the face of a man, and the fourtlingv
creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And the fouvitig
creatures, each of them with six wings, are fulepés
all around and within, and day and night they never
cease to say,Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” 9 And
whenever the living creatures give glory and horeord
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thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who $ve
forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fallvdo
before him who is seated on the throne and worship
him who lives forever and ever. They cast their \orts
before the throne, saying, 11 “Worthy are you, our
Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things, and by your will theyisted
and were created.”

This is the beginning of the dramatic visuals idfh to

encourage us in the faith. Notice that the setfimgthe

visions is the temple and the throne room of heaVars is a
liturgical setting (temple). It should inspire wsdo our best
and use the highest of style when worshipping Gachbse
we are reminded that He is on His heavenly throne.

In this passage the Book of Life is presented ah begins
to cry because no one is found who can open it Qtiist
comes along, appearing as the slain Lamb with Hianas
from the cross. Because of His wounds He has baem g
the name above all names (Philippians 2) and Hetlinas
authority to open the book. This is one of the egtihtexts for
understanding the tone, mood and ambiance for pppte
worship of God. Verses 2-6 describe the throne ofl &
heaven. It is beautiful, glorious, emanating whhrder and
lightning and surrounded with torches. It is no denthat
for 2,000 years the predominant “style” of worslpthe
church has been formal, liturgical, solemn and reve We
do not have the throne of God in our midst but wehdve
the true body and blood of Christ that is serveddan our
Sunday ritual. God’s presence is amongst us incthech
service and so it is fitting that our worship aspio what is
described here in Revelation 4.

One reason that Protestant worship of the currenérican
Evangelicalism stripe is not so reverent is becabeg do
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not believe that the body and blood of Christ andyt
present in the Lord’s Supper. This makes a huderdiice
in how you worship. They also do not see the pwpmdghe
Divine Service rightly as the serving up of Godisgiveness
through absolution, baptism, preaching and distiriguthe
Lord’'s body and blood. They do preach some forgegsn
but the lion’s share of their preaching is aimedeittering
the life of the Christian. Because of the lack nflerstanding
of the presence of God and his forgiveness in theah
service, they have adopted an informal approacthtoch
which has been furthered by the advent of pop Ganis
music. It is sad to see so many formerly confesdion
Lutheran churches chasing after this informal stgle
worship that lacks the true guts of Biblical wogsht the
forgiveness of sins.

Verse 6 brings to mind the temple of the Old TestaimIn
the courtyard of the altar there was a large bdsin
ceremonial cleansing of the priests. The crystaldsscribed
in v.6 may refer to this great basin of water oa tample
grounds (see Exodus 30:18). If that is the case pibture of
the Old Testament temple present in this visiom igood
reminder to us that the Christian faith and its shqp are all
about the sacrifice of sins done for us in the badg blood
of Christ. It is also a striking reminder of theripying water
that cleansed us in Holy Baptism. Our baptismallpaan
be seen as symbolic of this great basin in frortheftemple
in heaven (which is parallel to the altar where tieal
presence of Christ is found in His supper).

Verses 8-11 reprise the “trisagion” (three timesyhof
Isaiah 6. Today we sing it in the Sanctus, jugtrgo the
appearing of the body and blood of Christ in Holy
Communion. God is present in His holy temple invesa
and He is present in His supper and so we sing kg
three times.
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Other liturgical points of interest in this sectiolude the
fact that part of the text ofThis is the Feastcomes from
this passage. Note too that those around the thbowe
down in the presence of God. Bowing is not justdastors;
it is a reverent posture that can be assumed hyoaihipers.
Appropriate places to bow in the liturgy include:

* At the singing of the first part of the Gloria, whthe
Trinity is mentioned.

» Before entering the pew when you first come into
church, bowing toward the altar since it is thecpla
from the body and blood of the Lord comes.

* As the processional cross passes before you.

* During the words of institution when the words %hi
is my body” and “this is my blood” are spoken.

» Other appropriate places according to one’s piety.

Chapters 5 The Scroll and the Lamb
5:1 Then | saw in the rights
hand of him who wasg
seated on the throne 3
scroll written within and
on the back, sealed wit
seven seals. 2 And | saw

with a loud voice, “Who isg
worthy to open the scrollf}
and break its seals?” ¥
3 And no one in heaven o
on earth or under the eartl&=s
was able to open the scro
or to look into it, 4 and |
began to weep loudly because no one was found yorth
to open the scroll or to look into it. 5 And onetbé
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elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the labn
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conqdese
that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

6 And between the throne and the four living cresgu
and among the elders | saa Lamb standing, as
though it had been slainwith seven horns and with
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of Godaént
into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the Bérom

the right hand of him who was seated on the throne.
8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down kethe
Lamb, each holding a harp, argblden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the sain®sAnd they
sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to tale th
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slaing &y
your blood you ransomed people for Gdlbm every
tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and yo
have made them a kingdom and priests to our Gaodi, an
they shall reign on the
earth.” 11 Then | looked, NG
and | heard around theg
throne and the Ilivingjg
creatures and the elders th
voice of many angels
numbering myriads 0
myriads and thousands
thousands, 12 saying with
loud voice, “Worthy is the
Lamb who was slain, to
receive power and wealt
and wisdom and might and
honor and glory and blessirly 13 And | heard every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the eanth

in the sea, and all that is in them, sayifigp him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and
honor and glory and might forever and ever!14 And
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the four living creatures saidAmen!” andthe elders
fell down and worshiped.

This section continues the rich liturgical pictufethe Lamb
who was slain. The fact that the Christ is pictuasda slain
Lamb (v.6, also v.9) reminds us that the Christfaith
revolves around the forgiveness of sins and thatlitbrgy
ought to also. This is why the Divine Service begiith
confession and absolution. One wonders how the
contemporary churches of Protestantism can readithle

and still continue with their services that lack IyHo
Absolution. The book of Revelation is clear that thessage

of God is all about the forgiveness of sins.

There are other notes of liturgical interest irsthection. The
image of the golden bowls of incense portrayingfgheeyers
of the saints (v. 8) reminds us of the importantethe
General Prayer every Sunday and our own daily psaye
Lyrics from the Hymn of Praise, “This is the Feastake
another appearance (vv. 12-13). Notice also thatctowd
says “Amen,” (v. 14), a common liturgical exclanoatipoint
in the liturgy. Liturgical posture is also prominein this
vision (v.14) as the elders bow down to worship.eitv
though the folding of hands is the most common (and
sometimes the only) physical gesture in Protestamship,
the bowing and/or kneeling of the body is far mooenmon
in Scripture and thus makes for a nice gestureumcburch
service.
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Part Ill
Chapters 6-16

White Robes, Incense and Prostration

Chapter 6 The Four Horsemen and the Seven Seals
Chapter 6 is omitted. It describes the famous faarsemen
who ride across the earth and usher in the endstiihalso
describes a series of plagues and devastationasimad with
the opening of each of the seven seals.

The identification of the four horsemen:

1. White horse —the ultimate conquest of the preaching
of God’s word to the nations.

2. Red horse —the bloodshed of wars that would
happen before Christ returns.

3. Black horse —the famine that will come before
Christ returns.

4. Pale horse —the death that will come over mankind
before the coming of Christ.

Chapter 7 The 144,000 and the Feast of Victory

7:1 After this | saw four angels standing at thearfo
corners of the earth, holding back the four windishea
earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or
against any tree. 2 Then | saw another angel asognd
from the rising of the sun, with theeal of the living
God and he called with a loud voice to the four asgel
who had been given power to harm earth and sea,
3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or trees,
until we have sealed the servants of our God oir the
foreheads.” 4 And | heard the number of the sealed,
144,000, sealed froravery tribe of the sons of Israel
512,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,00
from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from the trib&afl,
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6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from tiiget

of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,
7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 fromttibe

of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 8 1B,&@m

the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of jise
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. tBrAf
this | looked, and behold, a great multitude thatone
could numberfrom every nation from all tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the throwk a
before the Lambgclothed in white robeswith palm
branches in their hands10 and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits oe th
throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels &er
standing around the throne and around the elderd an
the four living creatures, anthey fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to ou
God forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of thersld
addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed iitewh
robes, and from where have they come?” 14| said to
him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These #ne
ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb 15 “Therefore they are before the throne
of God, and serve him day and night in his temafej

he who sits on the throne will shelter them witk hi
presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neithestthi
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any
scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guiderthto
springs of living water, and God will wipe away Bve
tear from their eyes.”

In this passage John sees the 144,000 (this ismédddic
number representing the complete number of thaéedday
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God to faith —itis 12 x 12 x 10 x 10 — or the rhenof the
Old Testament tribes multiplied by the number o thew
Testament apostles multiplied by 10 squared. 10 is
significant because it is the number of completsrassit is a
combination of the two mysterious prime numbers@8 a@.
This is not intended to be an accountant’s numpgeointhe
exact totality of people; instead it is a highlyngyolic
number representing the church. The point is thatumber
is complete. It is the number of the church (1R)es the
number of completion (10). The fact that the hohe® in
heaven are grouped according to the tribes of lisemainds
us how prominent the Old Testament is in Christaihn and
thus has come to have a prominent role in theghtuFor
example, the high point of the Christian liturglgetLord’s
Supper, is the more perfect version of the Passaonal of
the first covenant. Rituals and texts from the O&stament
are rich and fine fodder for New Testament liturdye
liturgy has grown out of the synagogue worship abld
times.

Pay attention the next time the story is read ftbenGospels
of Jesus visiting his hometown of Nazareth. Thellspaat

of the synagogue service that we see there islikestthe
Divine Service of today. Jesus reads the appoirading of
the day and then preaches a sermon on it. Luthéiarals
has available a video series on the liturgy by Ant. Just
from the Ft. Wayne Seminary which highlights this
connection to Old Testament worship. (For informaiyo to
lutheranvisuals.com.)

The vision of the slain Lamb climaxes with a wopshi
service with people from all tribes and nations9)v.In
keeping with this, the hymns in our hymnal intenatly
represent songs from various cultures around thddwo
Many criticize the liturgy as some sort of traditad German
thing. If you check out the hymns in the Lutheram&e
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Book you will find hymns from Africa, America,
Scandinavia, China, and Germany, just to name a few
locales. Likewise the liturgy is often criticizeds deing
ancient and old-fashioned but that is far from ¢hse. The
music of the liturgy and the hymns in the Luthe&ervice
Book represent all 2,000 years of liturgical higtor

There are more signs of the liturgy in this sectidgain we
see traditional liturgical dress (v.9) and lituicaction
(waving palm branches). Another liturgical gestappears
in v.11 (falling on their faces). The robes of g&nts being
washed in the blood of the lamb reminds us agaithef
prominence of the forgiveness of sins in the Ciamstaith
and liturgy (v.14).

Chapter 8:1-6 The Seventh Seal and the Golden Csar
8:1 When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, these wa
silence in heaverfor about half an hour. 2 Then | saw
the seven angels who stand before God, and seven
trumpets were given to them. 3 And another angeleca
and stood at the altar with a golden censard he was
given much incensdo offer with the prayers of all the
saints on thegyolden altar before the throne, 4 and the
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saiose
before God from the hand of the angel. 5 Then tigelh
took the censer and filled it with fire from theaaland
threw it on the earth, and there were peals of tain
rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

The last seal on the book is opened and we aregybtdo the
very end of time. The vision of the saints in heawas a
liturgical feel to it. First there is silence, anzmon feature in
the liturgy, particularly for the evening officedigh include
times of silence to reflect on the scripture regdiand for
silent prayer.
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Very few Lutheran churches use incense, but it is a
prominent feature in the book of Revelation. Ineenemes
out of Old Testament practice where it was used aweet
smelling sacrifice to God. Here it is portrayedaasymbol of
our prayers rising to God during these last days.

Chapter 8:6-9:21 The Seven Trumpets

Because it does not have much liturgical material-89:21
is omitted. It is the second series of the sevgrs taround
the cycle of the end time
the first being the seve
seals. It is the leas
understood of all the
cycles. Some understand
to represent seven differern
heresies arising in thg
church before the return o
Christ while others think it
IS just a graphic descriptior
of the extent of the wrath of God coming down osirgul
universe.

Chapter 10:1-11 The Angel and the Little Scroll

10:1-11 is also omitted here. It portrays a secserdll that
John is to eat symbolizing that he is the one whdoi
proclaim the final judgment of God (i.e. this boaif
Revelation). The scroll is both bitter and sweetsIbitter
(Law) because there shall be much tribulation enehd but
it is sweet (Gospel) because the end culminate&add’s
people being taken to heaven.

The Two Witnesses and the Seventh Trumpet
11:1 Then | was given a measuring rod like a staff |
was told,"Rise and measure the temple of God and the
altar and those who worship there2 but do not
measure the court outside the temple; leave that,ou
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for it is given over to the nations, and they witample

the holy city for forty-two months3 And | will grant
authority to my two witnesses, and they will praghe
for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” 4 These Hre
two olive trees and thisvo lampstandghat stand before
the Lord of the earth.1(L:5-14 is omitted. It describes
the work of the two lampstands and how they were
persecuted.}5 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet,
and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forexserd
ever.” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sit onirthe
thrones before God fell on their faces and worsthipe
God, 17 saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord God
Almighty, who is and who was, for you have takeur yo
great power and begun to reign. 18 The nations dage
but your wrath came, and the time for the dead &o b
judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prdphe
and saints, and those who fear your name, bothlsmal
and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the
earth.” 19 Then God's temple in heaven was opened,
and the ark of his covenant was seen within his {@m
There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peafs o
thunder, an earthquake, and heavy halil.

At this juncture John is shown a vision with verlear

liturgical imagery. He is shown the temple in heaand is
asked to measure it (11:1). The temple has an altar
worshipers. The point of this vision is to showtthtthe end
of time, the glory of God will be revealed (God diwen the
temple). Unbelievers will be allowed some accessh®
church (the gentile court outside the temple, va(l they
will harshly persecute the believers in the lastsdaf the end
times but God’s glory is kept safe inside His dngjlplace
(heaven) and His chosen ones will be taken theligeavith

Him in safety on the last day.

23



Whether this vision is telling us that there isaatual temple
in heaven is disputed by theologians. It may jesalsymbol
for the presence of God. Whether or not there iacnal
temple in heaven does not change the liturgical hasis
here. God’s presence is holy. We will be in God'esence
in heaven and it is brought to us even on this eideeaven
in the flesh of Jesus (see John 1:14 where it #atsJesus
“tabernacled” among us, i.e. dwelt among us — thishe
language of the presence of God in the tabernactt a
temple) and in the Lord’s Supper where He is tquigsent
and tabernacles (dwells) among us (note v.19 wilase
theme is repeated using the ark of the covenart)s T
emphasis on the presence of God unmediated in heaw
mediated on earth through the bread and wine call$o
develop liturgies that revolve around the preseofc&od
and do not devolve into the folksy approach thatsds
common in “contemporary” worship.

The Woman and the Dragon

12:1-6 is omitted. It portrays a woman (the church}he
wilderness (persecutions of the end times) whoggbigh to
a child (the savior). The point of the vision isdloow that
the church is protected by God in the wildernesthefend
times.

Satan Thrown Down to Earth

12:7-17 is omitted. It provides a vision of Sataeiniy
conquered by the blood of the Lamb and how he mgramd
persecutes the church (the woman in the wilderness)

The Two Beasts
13:5 And the beast was givarmouth uttering haughty
and blasphemous wordsnd it was allowed to exercise
authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its rioto
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utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name
and his dwelling that is, those who dwell in heaven.

Most of this passage is omitted. Verses 5-6 aréudied
because they show the opposite of true worship:fitlse
beast uttering haughty blasphemous words againdtaad
His name. This first beast could be Satan himselfao
emissary of Satan. The second beast (most likelgt wire
know as the antichrist) places his mark on the Leners.
Many have speculated on what this mark is. We d&now
for sure but what is clear is that it is Satan’si-Baptism.
The liturgical rite of baptism marks us as God'sldrien.
Satan tries to mimic baptism by creating a seaibwn.

The Lamb and the 144,000
14:1 Then | looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood
the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name and
his Father'sname written on their foreheads2 And |
heard a voice from heaven like the roar of manyeveat
and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice Irtiea
was like the sound of harpists playing on theirgsar
3 and they were singing a new song before the #ron
and before the four living creatures and before the
elders. No one could learn that song except the(QD®4
who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 It is tivse
have not defiled themselves with women, for they ar
virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever h
goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as
firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in their o no
lie was found, for they are blameless.

Once again we are brought right up to the precipicéhe
end of time. Of liturgical note is the marking ohet
foreheads of the children of God. This symbolisnpicked
up in the liturgy when at baptism, the young clutdadult is
marked with the sign of the cross on the foreheat wgpon
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the heart. (See 7:1ff. above and commentary omtimeber
144,000.)

The Messages of the Three Angels
6 Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead
with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who lthoe
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and
people. 7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear Gl
give him glory, because the hour of his judgmerg ha
come, and worship him who made heaven and eakh, th
sea and the springs of water.” 8 Another angel, a
second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylthe
great, she who made all nations drink the winehaf t
passion of her sexual immorality.” 9 And another
angel, a third, followed them, saying with a lowilce,
“If anyone worships the beast and its image and
receives a mark on his forehead or on his handhelO
also will drink the wine of God's wrath poured full
strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be
tormented with fire and sulfur in the presencehef lholy
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the
smoke of their torment goes up forever and eved, an
they have no rest, day or night, these worshipérh®
beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark
its name.” 12 Here is a call for the endurance bét
saints, those who keep the commandments of God and
their faith in Jesus. 13 And | heard a voice froeaven
saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who di¢hie
Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spiri
“that they may rest from their labors, for their etés
follow them!”

This passage depicts the message of the GospeJ gotrto
the ends of the earth even as the end is in d@jhiturgical
note are the unbelievers drinking the wine of Godiaith
(v.9). Wine is used both as marker of the eleatgireng the
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blood of Christ through the wine of Holy Communiaamd
as a sign of destruction for the unbeliever (thalfjudgment
is described as God trampling out the wine presdisf
wrath — the red wine being the blood of the unlvelis.) All
through scripture and particularly in the book @vlation,
the many references to wine are pointers to tleeafitHoly
Communion.

Chapter 14:14-20 The Harvest of the Earth
14:14-20 is omitted. It describes the end of theldvan
terms of trampling out the winepress.

Chapter 15 The Seven Angels with Seven Plagues
15:1 Then | saw another sign in heaven, great and
amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, whicthare
last, for with them the wrath of God is finishedArd |

saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with
fire—and also those who had conquered the beast and

its image and the number of its name, standingdeesi
the sea of glass with harps of God in their har&gland
they sing the song of Moses, the servant of Gadl ttaen
song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and amazing angryo
deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true amary
ways, O King of the nations!4 Who will not fear, O
Lord, and glorify your name?For you alone are ha¥l.
nations will come and worship you, for your righteo
acts have been revealed.”Adter this | looked, and the
sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opa&n

6 and out of the sanctuary came the seven angekh wi
the seven plaguesclothed in pure, bright linenwith
golden sashes around their chest8.And one of the
four living creatures gave to the seven angels rseve
golden bowils full of the wrath of God who livesefar
and ever, &nd the sanctuary was filled with smoke
from the glory of Godand from his power, and no one
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could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagueth®
seven angels were finished.

This passage introduces the last cycle of sevéesséven
bowls of God’s wrath. There is a liturgical qualiy this
text. The seven angels carrying the seven bowl&ad’s
wrath come out of the sanctuary in heaven (v.5¢ ahgels
are dressed liturgically in white robes and goldashes
(v.6). The sanctuary is the dwelling place of thegof God
as v.8 makes clear. As we have said above, thegeftthe
final judgment and our eternal home in heaven fermal
one that is more akin to historic liturgical seescthan the
phenomenon of the modern world’'s “contemporary”
worship. And again we see God dwelling in a glosiou
mansion worthy of the highest form of decoratiod praise
and not in a folksy cottage that calls for caswahishings
and colloquial tunes.

Chapter 16 The Seven Bowls of God's Wrath

16:1-21 is omitted. It depicts the outpouring o€ theven
bowls of wrath. It continues the temple theme begun
chapter 11 and continued in the last section. Thera
curious verse in which the altar of God speaks(oif). This
only heightens the sense that the altar and teiplple an
important role in the book, in Christian historydathus
should also be prominent in Christian worship. Tikisvhat
is so alarming when churches like Willow Creek (thedel
church of the contemporary movement) are proudheffact
that they do not have an altar and other traditibhagical
accoutrements.
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Part IV — Chapters 17 - 18

Destruction of the Whore, Chasing
After Other Gods, Why We Close the
Communion Rail

Chapter 17 The Great Prostitute and the Beast
17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven
bowls came and said to me, “Come, | will show ywe! t
judgmentof the great prostitute who is seated on many
waters 2 with whom the kings of the earth have
committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of
whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have
become drunk.” 3 And he carried me away in theiSpir
into a wilderness, and | saw a woman sitting on a
scarlet beast that wall of blasphemous namesand
it had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was
arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with dyol
and jewels and pearls, holding in her haamgolden cup
full of abominations and the impurities of her seal
immorality. 5 And onher forehead was written a name
of mystery “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes
and of earth's abominations.” 6 And | saw the woman
drunk with the blood of the saintsthe blood of the
martyrs of JesusWhen | saw her, | marveled greatly.
7 But the angel said to me, “Why do you marveldlll w
tell you the mystery of the woman, and of the beéht
seven heads and ten horns that carries her. 8 Bastb
that you saw was, and is not, and is about to fieen
the bottomless pitand go to destruction. And the
dwellers on earth whose names have not been wiiiten
the book of life from the foundation of the worldl w
marvel to see the beast, because it was and iambis
to come. 9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: theen
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heads are seven mountains on which the woman is
seated; 10 they are also seven kings, five of whawve
fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, andnwiee
does come he must remain only a little while. 1Toks
the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth tut
belongs to the seven, and it goes to destructigrArid

the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who hate n
yet received royal power, but they are to receive
authority as kings for one hour, together with teast.

13 These are of one mind and hand over their power
and authority to the beast. 14 They will make watlge
Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he isd.oi
lords and King of kings, and those with him arelezl
and chosen and faithful.”

15 And the angel said to me, “The waters that yau,s
where the prostitute is seated, are peoples and
multitudes and nations and languages. 16 And the te
horns that you saw, they and the beast will hae th
prostitute. They will make her desolate and nalesut]
devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, 17 (@od

has put it into their hearts to carry out his pugeoby
being of one mind and handing over their royal potee
the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. Aigd

the woman that you saw is the great city that has
dominion over the kings of the earth.”

This section shows us the great whore (v.1) whobeizes
all who have ever stood against the Lamb; thus ihé sum
total of all unbelievers. The beast she sits othes beast
from chapter 13 and represents secular power. miagery
of whoring has everything to do with the liturgyr the
Divine Service God joins Himself to us through thead
and wine of Holy Communion. God is a jealous God an
does not want us fooling around with the devil aimd The
Lord’s table is the place where our marriage to G&d
consummated and He does not tolerate unfaithfulness
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This imagery of sleeping around on God is helpfot f
understanding the historic church’s position arel gbsition
of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod's on closed
communion. We do not let those who do not discém t
body of Christ (I Corinthians 11) commune with wecause
this is a false communion, that is to say, it wooddsleeping
around on God. This is serious business for God!dbes
not want us taking his body and giving it to justyarom,
Dick, Harry or Jane who comes along. Instead wencone
only with those who have been properly instructed i
Biblical doctrine (that is to say, those who haveer
confirmed in the Lutheran Church Missouri SynodjisTis
not a fail safe method but is the best means tleathave
available and thus should be practiced faithfully il
LCMS churches.

Notice how this great prostitute (the false kingdonhGatan)

is characterized by similar but opposite thingsGdfrist's
liturgy. Satan, the beast on whom the woman sit3) (is
covered with names (as Christ is identified in dbaand
elsewhere -Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace, Mighty
God, etc.)only his names are blasphemous, i.e. making fun
of Christ. Notice too he is a beast whereas Clgiathumble
lamb. Christ offers us a cup of forgiveness fillth his
blood; the prostitute offers the world a cup of ioralities
(v.4). We all receive the sign of the holy cross aur
foreheads; the prostitute has the name of aboromain her
forehead (v.5 ). Christ sacrifices his blood foromsthe cross
and gives it to us freely in Holy Communion; theorda does
not give her blood but instead drinks the blood tioé
martyred saints (v.6).

Chapter 18 The Fall of Babylon
18:1-24 is omitted. There is nothing overtly litiog in this
section. It tells the story of the final destruatiof the earth
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from the standpoint of the evil and sin in the meabf

commerce. All through the Old Testament and alsthan
words of Jesus, a sign of true faith is how onatsréhe poor.
Commerce is not inherently evil but our sinful fiekas
worked a lot of evil in the world of business. Jabmiven a
vision of how the world of commerce is destroyed &atan
is no longer able to use it for his selfish gain.
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Part V — Chapters 19 - 22

The Lord’s Supper, Liturgical Posture and
Reverent Attitude in the New Heaven and
the New Earth

Chapter 19:1-10 The Marriage Supper of the Lamb
19:1 After this | heard what seemed to be the lonide
of a great multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallgh!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our Godpr2
his judgments are true and just; for he has jud¢fesl
great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her
immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his
servants.” 3 Once i P
more they cried out,
“ Hallelujah! The
smoke from her goeg&
up forever and ever.”
4 And the twenty-four *
elders and the four§§
living creatures fell
down and worshiped
God who was seatec
on the throne saying, §
“Amen. Hallelujah!”
5 And from the throne
came a voice saying
“Praise our God, all
you his servantsyou who fear him, small and great.”
6 Then | heard what seemed to be the voice of atgre
multitude, like the roar of many waters and likee th
sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty
reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the
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glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, angh
Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her
clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—dr
the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the sairisAnd
the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are thado
are invited to themarriage supper of the Lamb.And
he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”
10Then | fell down at his feet to worship hinmut he
said to me, “You must not do that! | am a fellowaet
with you and your brothers who hold to the testignoh
Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesuhes
spirit of prophecy.

Now the story starts to wind down. Before Sataffirially
cast into hell for eternity there is a call for hklievers to
come to the great wedding feast in eternity. Againsee the
use of traditional liturgical terms “Hallelujah,’Atmen” and
the traditional postures of bowing and kneeling. 8yv4, 6,
10). The marriage feast of the Lamb in eternitythe
fulfilment of the Lord’'s Supper here on earth.
Contemporary, non-liturgical worship does not mgically
mean to diminish the prominence of the Lord’s Supp#
that is often what happens in practice since tred gbmuch
“contemporary” worship is to equip people for effee
daily living rather than bring them into the preserof the
Lamb at His supper. Setting the table for sucheatgmeal
(the very body and blood of the Lord for the foegress of
sins) inherently calls for a rich, sophisticatetdl¢asetting
(i.e. liturgy). We the guests at the feast are skdsn white
by God (v.8), the lavish white robes of Christghteousness
won for us by His death on the cross. Dressed ek by
God, it is only natural that the meal will not bélae plate
special or double cheeseburger and fries; it valhiore like
a fine seven course meal at the Ritz.
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Chapter 19:11-21 The Rider on a White Horse
19:11-21 is omitted. It shows a picture of our hefesus
Christ, riding a white horse and destroying thensies of
the church.

Chapter 20  The Thousand Years, Defeat of Satan crinal
Judgment

20:1-15 is omitted. It detail
the thousand years of peac
before the judgment on Sata
(We are in those thousan
years now. They began whe
Christ said “it is finished.”
Satan was defeated and tied
by the word of the Gospel. H¢
will be let free in the waning
moments of this age before
is forever locked up in hell.)

Chapter21 The New Heaven, Ne
Earth and New Jerusalem

21:1 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earthhior t
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, the
sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husbar®lAnd |
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behdld
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwellthvi
them, and they will be his people, and God hims@lf

be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away gver
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no moegher
shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore
for the former things have passed away.” 5 And he w
was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am makihg
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, foree
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words are trustworthy and
true.” 6 And he said to me
“It is done! | am the Alphal
and the Omega, the«
beginning and the end. T¢ ™
the thirsty | will give from &
the spring of the water o
life without payment. 7 Theg,
one who conquers wil
have this heritage, and
will be his God and he will
be my son. 8 But as for th i/
cowardly, the faithless, thetaes
detestable, as for
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idalste
and all liars, their portion will be in the lake @h burns
with fire and sulfur, which is the second deathT®®en
came one of the seven angels who had the seves bowl
full of the seven last plagues and spoke to mengay
“Come, | will show you the Bride, the wife of the
Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
great, high mountain, and showed rttee holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God,
11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a ntos
rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as cryst@lv. 12 -17 are
omitted — more details on the heavenly Jerusalem)
18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city wase
gold, clear as glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of
the city were adorned witkvery kind of jewelThe first
was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agdte, t
fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth caiae| the
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninthaigghe
tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelft
amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates wevelve pearls
each of the gates made of a single pearl, and titeets
of the city was pure gold, transparent as glasAnd |
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saw no temple in the city, for its temple is therddGod
the Almighty and the Lamb23 And the city has no
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the gldrgod
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By light
will the nations walk, and the kings of the earthl w
bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will ver be
shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26yTh
will bring into it the glory and the honor of thations.
27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor ango
who does what is detestable or false, but onlyeivaso
are written in the Lamb's book of life.

We are the people of God, the New Jerusalem (Pinains
3:3). We are adorned as a bride for her husbanthen
flowing white clothes of the forgiveness of Christ2).
Christ the Groom comes to us at His supper. | veoked
with hundreds of brides through the years and ewvesy of
them paid close attention to every detail of theldweg day
and prepared themselves meticulously to be penfeetery
way for the groom. We ought to approach the lituogyhe
Lord’s wedding banquet the same way and pay close
attention to all the details rather than takingr&nrmal and
“contemporary” approach to the worship of God. (G&m®
Matthew 22:11-14 the parable of the man with no diegl
garment).

The radiant glory of God (vv. 11-12) reminds ust ttize
tendency in this day and age to view God as a “triestd”
leads to informal contemporary worship (with Staohsi
cups in hand) is not exactly befitting the true Gddhe
description of God and the accompanying worshipssire
postures and songs imply that even though Goddrefsi us
in Christ, He ought to be worshipped in reverennd a
gravity that pop culture fails to express. The davi
description of the holy city reminds us of this.
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Chapter 22 The River of Life and the Promised Rern
22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the madte
life, bright as crystal, flowing fronthe throne of God
and of the Lamb2 through the middle of the street of
the city; also, on either side of the river, thedrof
life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding itsuft each
month. The leaves of the tree were for the heainbe
nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accuakse
but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be jraitd
his servants will worship him4 They willsee his face
and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And tvglh
be no more. They will need no light of lamp or Son,
the Lord God will be their light, and they will g
forever and ever. 6 And he said to me, “These wards
trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the
spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to shawv
servants what must soon take place.” 7 “And behold,
am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps tigls wo
of the prophecy of this book.” 8 I, John, am the evho
heard and saw these things. And when | heard and sa
them,| fell down to worship at the feet of the angel
who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, “Ya@i mu
not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and ryou
brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the
words of this bookWorship God.” 10 And he said to
me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy o th
book, for the time is near. 11 Let the evildoel st
evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the rigitus still
do right, and the holy still be holy.” 12 “Behold,am
coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, tayrep
everyone for what he has done.l1@n the Alpha and
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginningdathe
end.” 14 Blessed are those whwash their robesso
that they may have the right to the tree of lifel &mat
they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside the
dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and
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murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and
practices falsehood. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent myehtw
testify to you about these things for the churchesn

the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star.” 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, Goimn
And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And letdhe
who is thirsty come; let the one who desires tdles t
water of life without price. 181 warn everyone who
hears the words of the prophecy of this book: yaare
adds to them, God will add to him the plagues dbedr

in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God will takeag

his share in the tree of life and in the holy cityhich

are described in this book. 20 He who testifieshiese
things says, “Surely | am coming soorAfnen. Come,
Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with
all. Amen.

The parting picture of the book is similar to tletting of the
divine service. Just as the center of heaven ightene of
God so too the chancel has the altar of God inctger
from which His presence emanates in the true bauty a
blood of his Son (v. 1). Worship in heaven is riahd
glorious and so our worship forms on earth ougbb &b be
such (v. 3).

Even though our culture blurs distinctions (betweeale
and female, child and parent — e.g. children’s Hisg’
human and animal, etc.), according to the Biblis proper
to make distinctions. The unbelieving dogs are lapt of
the liturgy of the Supper (vv. 14-15). They do naoterstand
that the body and the blood of the Lord are trulgspent in
the liturgy. We ourselves are dogs according to siaful
flesh, but we have been clothed in the righteouspné€hrist
and are welcome to the Supper. We need to bring
unbelievers to church but that does not mean tleatiwnb
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down the liturgy to imitate the pagan culture iniethwe
live. The church service is not intended to be oz
around the purpose of evangelism. The church seigithe
wedding supper for the ones properly fitted wita thothing
of Christ’s righteousness. Evangelism is betteredone-on-
one in informal settings. Too many churches today a
patterning their worship after the pleasing sounidsur pop
culture in order to please people. This is not wWaey of
Scripture. As we have seen in the book of Reveiatibe
worship of Christ with its robes, bowing, prayeeic., is
peculiarly different than everyday life

This section also makes it clear that worship isopiional
(v.9). It highlights ritual action and dress (v.84) and
illustrates the poetry that characterizes thedyuw.13, note
the parallelism, i.e. saying the same thing witffedent
words).

Conclusion

The book of Revelation clearly shows us the appatgmess
of an ordered, and liturgical approach to worsmgpand
revering theLamb who was slainfhe very last words of the
book are liturgical in nature. Just as the bookaego it
ends in a liturgical prayer and a benediction. Magd’s
blessing be upon you as you continue to grow inmepating
the liturgical forms found in this mysteriously asoene
book and in all of Scripture.
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